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PI{EFACE.

~JlE contontB of this little Pamphlet \Yoro not compilod for
" publication, but flS a Report to m~' JJo,lge, undor circumstances

;;uch a;; I c1escri1Jc horpafter.

On ddiyering my Rl'jlort, tll(' Brcthren were dcsirous of individ

ually pos",'ssing tIll' inforlllfltion it oontains, and so I yielded to

their rC(luc'st to print it.

RhouM thpso parti(;ulars 1)0 tho meallB of afforrling any instruc

tioll in the' workiug of Oll!' noblo Institutions to some, who, like

lI1ysplf, Jack('.1 it, am1 in somf' (logTc(, se(;ure their help, my object

is gainC'(l, awl t1l!' c1ifflc1onco1fed in thu" publicly soliciting their

".\"lupatlty. llwtl'rial1y 1,'sspnc,1.

Since this Hl'jJo1't \nts rl'a<1, a Ohm'it,\' Board ltas boen formed

in COllllt,,'lioll \\,itlt lllY lJo,1ge, a]](1 EICl};S'l' Br.OOlllEHGllANGEIl, the

ROllof JJro. A"Fl:EIl (;I{AXGEll (for JlIllll.\' y,'m's a membor of 377),
;\(10pto,1 as a ('alllli(latc for a(lmission tu the Boys' School.

I takp this opportunity of conyC'ying' my hearty thanks to the

Bretl11'('n of m.\' o\\'n Lo(lgc and that of the Verlloll, Stourport, for

the' snlllfi al1'('a(l,\' yot",l allll promisoc1 to m,\' Lists, and at the same

j'illlo l,og of SOIlIC Brothor ill t1le IFllrmollic, lVoreester, Royal Standm'd,

Semper Fi!ll'lis. Stability, I'erseUrIlIlCI', St. JIielwel, and Royds, or of

any other Lo(l;.!.'e(not of this l'l'lJyincc" \\'ho may read this, to place

himself in communication with mc, amI cam'as his Lodge for the

coming' Fe"tintb, either of tho Gir1;;' or Buys' Schools.

G. T.

SU1"YlD"ler'c1yne,

Kic1clcl'minsterJ
Mal'ch,1879.
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t

c-~ HE'l'1lHEX,8( I havo long had it in mind to give some attontion
and research to the (luestion of Charity as allied \I'ith our Ordor,
it IJcillg "tho (lifitinguishiug clwl'aetorifitic of a l"roomason'A
ht'art" aud ono of the f1rst lessons in hi" Masonic teaching'; I ,,'as
anxioufi to ascertain in what measuro we were practically applying
thifi virtue.

I do not moan to say that it needs somo great protentious Insti

tution and a work that shall 1)0 apparont to the wholo world, to
lJl'ove that charity is adivo; [ should ratlu'r lwlievo that tllO
lessons inculcated 1y our llitual ilnd pradical expofiitio!l in a fur
<1ifferent channel, and in t1lat c!larity which 1)lushes to fin,l itself

known-an<1 t1lat ot7ler clum't!!, not allllsgiving, Imt brot1lcJ1y lOl'e.

All theso silent influences for good, which emanato from tho

practico of tho principlos wo profess, may ho\\'ol'or 10 left for the
tl'ul.r MasonidlOart, which givefi thom 1irth, to kIlO\\' an<1to under
stand; and \\'0 \rill aJ,;o pafifi oVl'r the numerous Educational aIlll
Bone\'olent Institutionfi through the l'ro\'jncos, supportod 1»)' our
Order, Tho largo grants of money Jl1lvlo1y the ]30anl of BOJlO\'O
lL'JlcOto sJll'cial ca:;o:;,amounting to thoufia]\(ls of POUJl(1:;aUlllwlly,
awl the numlJerlos,; inshllH'e~ ot ~Ia,;onic gifb, Our pre';l'nt (1)jcd
lie,; in taking' a glanco at the threo most important allll recogni;w,l
mode:> of dj:;pen:>ing our rolief-the threo great charlta110 lllfititu
tions, viz, :-

Thc Ro)'al ~[a,;onic Bl'nc\'oknt Institution for agcd Frccm'h'Oili' and
\\ric1ow::i of l~\'CL'nla~Ull~;

Thc llo)'al ~[asonic Institntion for Girb; and
Thc 1:o)'al :.I[llsoniclustitntiCJn for Ho)'s,

((It t!tree dependant upon the colunt(( ry aicl sent up tI'l'ough t!te Stewards

at the AnmUtl Festivals.
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From my own limited knowledge of their work and worth, and
from the hm~y remarks of others of whom I sought information,

I was convinced that a great deal of ignorance existed in the

minds of the Breth,ren of the Provinces generally with regard to
these Institutions, and hence an effort, ho"ever small, to dispel
this mist, would not only stimulate support in their aid, if found
deserving, but bring renewed interest and satisfaction in our con
nection with the craft.

Another incentive to action was the fact that in our particular

Province of V\T orcestershire so little has been done (almost nothing
when compared with others) as to bring down upon it, from time

to time, a measure of reproach, which it is our bounden duty to
remove, or find a reasonable defence.

It was, therefore, at the close of the past year, when the work
of the IJodge had passed to other shoulders, that I mooted the idea
of enlightening myself and, through me, my Lodge upon this
question of our charities; at the same tiIlle doing something
tangilJle in their ~uppol't, and providing an agency wllOreby, at
all events for one year, others too could help. I therefore signi
fied my intention to act as Steward at each of the three Festivals
for 187(), and making the necessary contribution to qualify me as
Life Governor of each Institution.

I can only say, Brethren, that I am, personally, very grateful

for the kindly spirit in which you all supported me in this plan at
the outset, and I trust I may be able to satisfy you it was well
conceive(l, and that you are repaid.

1 dderminerl to render my work complete lJY a visit to all three
Institutions allll judge for myself of their worth, their utility, and
their claiJlls upon our sympathy.

I purpose dividing what I have to say into two parts-the first
treatiJlg of my stewardship and the Festival of the Benevolent
Institution for aged lcreemasons and \Vidows, with particulars of
my visit to tliat Institution-and the other part descriptive of my
visit to the Institlltions of the Girls and Boys, the :Festivals in aid
of whieh lie before us.
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Oalling- at Freemasons' Hall awl obtaining- a car(l of introduc

tion from Brother Terry, the secretary (and you must ILluler~tallll

each Institution has a separate suit(, of OJ!lCl~Sat }'l'('PlllaSOns'

Hall with permanently paid officrrs;, I took train on the morning

of the :Festival day (Feb. 1:2th) at Victoria Station for Oroydon,

whcre the home for the ag'ed is situated.

But previous to describing what I saw, I should likC' to plal'e

before Y011 the main facts, briefly put, ponnerted with the 1>e

ginning, rise, and progress of this Institution.

At fl, Quarterly Communication he1rl on the 2nd ]\fan'h, 1812

(during the Granll llIasi.er:::hip of his late HO,ml IIiglmess thl'

Duke of Sussex), the Grand Lodge of Bngland fOlmd(,(l this Insti

tution, and voted the sum of £400 a-year towar(ls its ol)j('d-thc

granting annuities to aged or distrossl'd Freellla:::ons.

On the 10th J'lby of thC' sncceeding' year (18-[3) th(' first election

took place, and 15 brethren ,H're chosen for annuitips, var,ving'

according' to ag'e, from £10 to £30 annually.

In 18·1.5 her Majesty the Queen gave £50 to its fUIHh.

In 18-f7 the Supremo Gran<1 Ohapter votell £ 100 per :l1lnum a~

its (;ontribution, aml in June of the same Yo:1r the fhst l?C'sti,a 1 in

aid of the funds was presided over by the then Grand··Master tho

Earl of jljotland, and produced a sum of £819 16:::.

In 187:2 H.Rn. the Princ'C' of ,Yales, J\I.\\T.G.M., :U'('<'lltC<1tll<'

position of Patron of thl' Institution, and in the follo\\'ing .n'ar

presided at its Annivers:u',)' Festival.

As the Institution steallily progressed it C'nlarged its sphere of

usdulness 1>y estal)lishing', in 18-19, a fun(l for tho widows of

Freemasons. 'ro this the Gran(l Lo<1ge votl'd an annual gl':lllt of

£ 100, aml Grand Chapt('r £;J5 per HllllUlll. In the f'amc y('ar an

amalgamation of this Institution was effected with t1H' a~ylulll fur

Aged :Freemasons at Oroydon, and as the nucleus of a sustentation
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fund to kerp thr buildings iIlrcpair, &c" Grand J~odgo contributod

tho sum of .£,")00, which has l)oen 1)rought up by supplomontal

contrihutions to a fund uf .£1,000,

In 18GO the l,'irst Annual Festival took placo, beforo which time

thpy had ollly l)l'rn hplll triellniall},

Grnwl LtHlgl' nOli' gi, cs alllllwl1y-male fllwl, £500; ,,,ido,,s'

f[uul, £:lOO, Grant1 ('hapte'r ]1011' givos annuall}-male fund,

£100; wi(lo\\'s' fund, £;jO; in all.£9;jO,

In IS(i7 tllp t':ll,iit'l" ~y~t(,l1l of daf'sifying anlluitnnts a('col'(ling

to agp was a1.JOli"hed awl all were mat1e e(lual, 80 tliat tlie payment

to (/ 0),011/('" /8 noll' .r-lO pc)' (/ilJWJn, alld lo tile le/do/{) of rt Ji,'comason

£;j:2 jJl'I' aililum,

o\.t nil!' tillll' ih, rt'("f'ipts uso(l to 1>0 invI'"te(l, l'nt of latr the

COl1llllittt,(', IIe"irou:-J tn errl'd tll<' larg-cst Hlllount o[ goo(I, ,I'llilst

1,eillg' ,n'll a",'ul'(',1 of lIlt) P(,l'lllllll"lL(''; of tlte Institution, feel that

f'1t1,slTiptions a1'LJillkllll("l tu allpyiato p1'esl'llt wants (not to 1'0

lai,l h.I' for fUtll1'O dnims), awl then'[oro im"ost no portion of

iW'Ollll' lJllt such as a('true hy tostalllentar} be(luests.

~in('e the founation of the In"titution ,187 1)rethren and 2GO

,l'i,lO\n; llal"o l)('pn d•.de(l anlLllibl1lb, At the last eledion 1,l.;

1Il'PUll'('1l '1'('1'(' ill l'(""'ipt ot f:';,HOO; I;j;; wiI1uwf', .£ 1,;}:lO; awl [;)

,l'i(IO\l's at ]mlf thl'ir Ik('('as('ll 111lf'1>anI1'::;annuil il'S, £:2GO; or It

total ot .£.10,;)80 f,Il' th(' ycal', To that SIUIl must be adt1Pll the

n('I'csf'ar,)' I''''l)('ns('[o' ot lllllllag(,lll('nt, makillg' OH' t()taI (''''ppnditul'o

0\'('1' J: 1:2,000 a lIIlU,[l1.I, amI of t1ti::;largl' Sllln .£ 1,;}G 1 is all that is
t1l'l'iYl'(l from inYl',,[,;,l flllllIs,

'l'on millutl'S' walk trom ('royt1on Ntation hrought me to the

1Jllilt1ing', \\'he'l'c 1 ,,,as most ('ol'llially rcC'ein't1 alllIt'l"cry attention

,Tas pnitlllll' ],~" TIro, N'olTis, tho cu::;iot1iall, 'I'ho if' himself 00 years

of agr, and ]1 is (1nughtl'i',

'fhcy have, hUII"'I""1', little io t10 1)('si(11'''1a gClleral "lll)('r\,]::;1On

of the place, as each inmate, 01' pail' of inmates are entirely
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iwlc'pc'wlunt, ,Hi though li ring i It a hUIISl' 1>,1'UU'IIL."l I', 's. Tho

apal'tlllc'nts of tho custo<1ian al'l' ill th" Cl'ntre or tlll' lmil<1ing.

,,11('1'0 is aj,.;() [l, fine 1,oar,1-l'oolll u~l'cl 1,y tlic cOlllmittce, \I'hiclt
meets on stated occasions.

The Imilding is chl'ided into sc'dions, (;()ntaillillg foUl' suitcs of

rooms-hro rooms, each 11ft. 1>y 12ft. on the right-hancl si<1e of

the passagc, the same on the left, and a repeat on the story allOYc.

]"01' the uuitecl use of these foul' SclS there is a kitl'hl'll, and out
house'S at thc l)[lck.

The wlwl.' is a long' lOll' unif()j'lll 1I1lil.liltg'. plc'asant1," situate<1,

\I'ith large lawn in front and Vl'gebl)le g'anlen in the rear, with

plots for the occupants.

Rcfure I reached tlu're I was uncler the impression that all this

particular charity was ('('nirc,d hcrc, and all the annuitants rcsi

dcnts. But T Iouwl ill<' ,mllllit.I' is sqlaratdy paicl, and cac'h

iwlil'i<1llal or couple, as it llIay l,t', ~lIpporl lhl'IIlSchl's, or it ,,0IIl,1

0t11e'l'\I'ise l'l"luire an illllllt'J(S(' lJllil<1ing. I ftlll]](ll1Jcro was a(;~

cOlllllloc1ation here for al)out ,W, the remaining 2,'j() liYing with

their friends, dispersecl all OYl'r tll(' countr,l', awl haYillg their

annuities relllittl'(l to t1tc'lll (I1wrtcrly, Thc'sl' 1 found were unly

too anxious, as a rulc, to l,cl.'()]lle inmatcs of tho lJ1lilding l-iOsoon

as ('yeI' t1tl're \I'as a ya('am',\", th,' r"l-ii.lents hayillg s('\'l'ral acll'an

tagc':,;-such as l'cnt fr.'(" g,ml('ll. cua]" gratis, Hlul lllc(lieal [[cll-iell

free fl'olll au 1lOuural')' (lu(,tor ,,,ho, 1 IOlllJtl, was gl'("ltl.I' lU\'l'd 1)'y

tilt' 0],1 l'c'ol,k fur ]Il" uttl'utiull, hartll,l' a llluJlt"l-~ltl'lf lH'ing

withollt a pllOtogr<Jl,h "I ])]'. ~trung'.

You must llwlerstautl that \lller0 t1lc'ru is a nW1'l'i",l cOllpb it i"

only thp hu"lJawl IdltJ rcc:t'i\'(;" tlu' 1.; 10; ,lIltl if til('re' is a wit1oll',
,,,ith ll('r tll'O l'OOIllKsIlt, 1'('('('il'('s hl'l' .1:;)2.

I yi"ite.l allll l'uuverKl'cl I"ilh sel'ol'al cUll]iL'~, also t\l'll 01' [1t]'(;e

wi.low", :;Oille of whom had lost thc'll' lUISIHllltL sill('e 11(;COlllillg

inmates. Sevol'al l)l'l'tlll'cn were there IdlO ]wcllo'st their ,,'iycs in

tha Iustitutioll.
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1 was plf'llserl with tho Rtate in which I founll every inmate,

Ea(,h room originally ('ontains ta111e an(l chairs, an(l thf' 1lPdroom

1"'11 ,lIul lH',1stl',lll; hut in all \\'ore SOli\(' :ul,litions of housp

hold goo,ls s:<\"I',l f!'Om t111' \\'1'I'I'k of former timos, awl imparting'

:lIt "ir of ('om fort and graco to all,

'1'111' whole phlU" intorior as \1'f'11as I':derior, 1lOre that aspect of

(lllil,t awlrl'poso fully :mggestin' of its ohjoct, and 1was pprfpdly

satisiio(l our clouation" to the agl'cl Froemasons' au(l ,\Yido\ys' Home

\1'1'['1'(levoted to a llo1l1e purposo and with happy rosults,

In cOll\'cr"ntion on mattl'rs ('oncernillg' thf' rllstitution awl a

gos~ip a1lollt past I'\'('llts ill tlU' li\'es of some of thf' old folk, two

hours (Illickly passPI1.

,[,lu'1'I' \I'as uo mistakl', brothron, in the genuino gratitudo one

awl all I'xprl'ssPII [or tlll'ir known allll Illlkno\l'll hendactors Sllp

pOlting the ('harity, and I camo a\my fl'ding' that ShOlllll a(h'orsity

allll llliRfortllu(' o\'l'rtakp us in 01(1agp, here was an asylum befitting

the 11ee1iniug' YI'Hl'S of anyone.

":-)puun; fl'OlJl wor1<ll.\' chall('C:-i and lnl.-;h'LpS !

I [PI'I' lurk" 110 [rl'ason, hl're no I'n") '\I'ells:
1[L'rt~grow no grudg-c:" 11l'l'c are no ~t()l'1n~l

No ]11';'1', ])I[f ,we"t ('oull'nt the end, and peaee,"

T ma.\' 11('re 01,sf'1'\'0 tliflt on lll\' returll to Yi('(oria Station Il1ad

t111' appl'llpri"tf' pll'aRllrl' of witll(1ssing' thf' nlTi.Yal from Osho1'111'
of ollr (iran(l-:'[a'!l'r 1 r. U.II, 1hl' l'rill('1' of '.'Tn!f'R, l'atron an(l

l'rl'sid,'nt of tllis (,harit.\" awl I'rilll'e Ll'opol(l, our (hand Jllnior
\\-:n',ll'll.

At ;J,:J(l '[ \\'ns ,It l;'rol'lllawns' Hall, awl clotlled with a hORt of

atl,,'r 1)]'(,thrf'lL \\~o then lined tIll' (,olTidar lea,ling- to the (lining'

hall, to \\'lIiell lll·f'~(-'ntl.\' passl',l thp ('hail'lnan of thf' Fl'sti\'ul,

Lil'ut,-( 'ololle! 1,•. UI'I"lrl' F, :-;tarkil', H,\\-, Pro\', G1'und-l\Iastpr

oi' East Lalll'asl1iro, a('('olllpallif'cl hy n largl' must('r of Graml

I~0(1go Officers.

A1W,tt ,lOO h1'('(hrpn sat (lo\\'n to bamFlot, ",hi(·h I need not say

\\'as most unexceptional in all particulars, Half way through a
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loud cheer ancl general uprising welcomeo. the arrival in thc gallery

of thc ladiC's, about 200 in numhC'r, who had just been sC'rved

with a collation in a s('pnra,to hall. Tho toasts, which ~'C'r(' of

thellslLal natlll'c, \\~('rn in1l'rsp,,],sl',1 \ritlt llI11si" 1,,\" It prof"HHionnl

gleC' party.

After tho toast of the Institution for AgC',l Frecmasons tm<l

,Vidows, TIro, Terry, the 80('l'etary, rose, and as usual 1'00.(1out

tho list of contri1mtions brought np by tho stewards, g'iving' in

rotation the namo of thC' connty. the amount ('ontrilIl1tod, awl thn

number of stpwards rppresenting it.

RJ'(,thrcn, whC'n it camo to "TVoJ'Cesters1u'rc, j'eprrsenterl b.l/ our

Steward, 40 .quiueas," it was not much to he proud of wh('n compared

with somo other connties; uut, lwvertlwless, it was gratifying' for

the connty not to UP omi1.tpd, ,1'11i(·h has l)('en generally tllC casc
at former festivals.

In dissecting th(' lists of individual stewards I s('o the average

is about £·Hl, 60 wo arC' very littlC' hclo\\' it, and T ('omo 102nd in
the list of '275 stowards whoso roturllS aro mado.

Thero had boen a good doal of specnlation an(l eonseqncnt

excitomont at tho banqnot as to tho sum total-some prophosied

with hopl's froJll the unpreceJollte(l numllC'r of 28.1 st(~warrls, othors

with misgi\'ing's from th(, unprece(1C'ntly l>ad tin1l's through \\"hi(·h

the ('ountry is pnHsing', TIt" thrill of \\"owlp]' and tulmiratioll

whi('h ran throllgh that splPlldid roolll was to hC' ji·/t, 1Jl'('thrcll,

,,,hcll tho magllifi(;jPllt total \\"asallll0lll1('PUof ,t1:1, 17,) [Os. (i(1. an,l

16 lists to ('on1<' in. .\. fOl'C'st of IWlldkpl'{·1ti"fs frolll 11u' gall('1'."

\nwc(l a rosponsp to a Iu'art.\' du'pr frolll brC'ast~ s\rp]]illg with

pril1" at this nol,l" 1110n111J1<'lItto Masoni(' gen('rosit.", e<.:lipsing in

magnitwl0 any Hum e,,('r (,olltrillllt<od at HlI,)' Fl's1 ival oj' l'itIll'l'

dwrity.

Tho auove HllIonnt has silJ('e b"C'n Rnpplelllent('(l I,,\' jj"p 01111'1'

liRt~ coming' in to the amount. of ,tlGO lH;;., hring:ing the total to

£1-1,036 8s. 6d., and ton lists still t.o (;OlllOin.
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On the f'l)ncln~iun uJ thl' t<Ja,b tlw 1Jl'l'tlircn allll ];111["13alljollrned
to tIll' Tl'mpl." fI lllflg'nifir('nt room wlll'rl' tho G}';\n<lJ,o(lgo is

hel11,amI llothillg- el~oI'xl'ept the ('OJlr'.'rt~,yh jch fmm part of thl'se
CIHlrity Festiya1N, 'l'bl' ('()]l('.'rt, which WflS an ex('oUent one, ter

minate.l (1)out eleYl'll o'dock, amI the company disp.'rser1.

I am vor)' cOl,tHinthflt whothor any of the brethron present go

up in tho futuro flS stowards or not they woulll thoroughly enjoy
being present at ono of thef;o Charit.', Fef;tiyals, and I hopo fit ono
or IJoth of thoso forthcoming' T mn," hnYl' thl' company of f;cveral
of j'01l.

AmI now, brethren, leaying that which is provided for in tho
present year, we will giyo our attention to the two Festivals we
haw' hoforo us,

The nl'xt morning, with a l)rutlll'r f;tl'wal'll ",hof;o acquaintanco

I hacl mall" at thc l~estiyal, awl 'I"hosl' f;fI('l'c(lcalling' had not

spoill'll his bC'ing' a most- ag-l'l'eahk companion, I ('alll'll on Bro.
I1e(lges, the SL'erotar," of the Girls' i"cl1001, for a c;ml of introduc
tioll, amI took tmin at ,\'aterloo for Clapham Junction, and a
f;hort walk ImJUg-lit us to the' Girls' School at St. John's Hill,
J3attc'l'sea,

'l'his Institution 'YflS t;'stal)li~ll('(l 1788 at tllo slIggo~titJn of Bro.

Bllspini, f'lll'g-I'on Dl'ntist to n'-JL King' <leorg'e th., FOUl'th, for a
limiit-ll nUllll)('r of girls, 'I"hl'tli.'r orpllan,; 01' otl]('rwis('. '1'110

projl'l't l'l'l','ivell tIll) mll'llll'~t slIpport of illo most iufluulItialmom
oers of tIll' l'l'aft, awl sinco !lIe tilllP ,1"11(,U, 1))' th.,ir uuiterl effol't~,

the cllarity ,,'as l'~tal)lislt,'(l, 1,IG:2 girls hayI' O"l'll maintained,
dothed, awl odul"akll within it::;w"lls, fllIll those who had JlOhome

01'fril'uds hayo IJol'Jl 11l'()Yi(ll'cl,rith suital,le siliwtiollS or pl'of(·s
si()n~, alHlll() sing-Jp casl' has 1)eon knlJ\nl "'lu'l'l', in after years,

thoy hnye d isgrnl'l'd thL'J)]sl'1yrs.

A school-house mm 1'1'('d('llin 17();] in Rt, George's :FielL1s_ 011

the expiration of the l('aso in 18,j1 it ,,-as foun<l a largo exponse

would bo inclU'l'ocl to mlapt the buildillg to re(luiremonts, besidos
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ib ha\'ing 1)('[,0111f'a tl'oW(1ed )ll'ighl)()urlj()od, ~\cco1'(1illgly ,,1!Out.

iln'('e a('l'f'S of fl'ooho1t11Hn(1 woro purthasod at nattpr~p<I l)()ssl'ss

iug all ilu' d('sil'f'd roC'om111Pw1niiOlls, 11pon j]lis g'rolllul a 1)1lii(liug'
~ras Ul'f'C'tpd, \\'llich has l)l'cn f'xiL'Ilr1('(l frum time tu time a", )IOP(1:>

aroso Hllll tiw llumbors sod:illg' a(lmissiull illU'l'asel1.

Tho ftdditions of tho D.oyal A10xandm lYing and the new l:umc1r,Y

aro just ('o111p1f'toftt a hoftY} outIn)",

The ostalJ1ishmont consists of ft llIatron, hf'r assistant, a hPHd

goY('rnf'ss, ,5 assistants, ,j junior !PH(,h('rs, a gfl]'(lf'nor Hnd llis \rif("

11l1l1f'r-gar(1('nl'r, awl 11 f('mall' sl'l'I'ants; non-r('si,l('llts ~[f'(li('H1

OmtCr (Dr. Hu\\'dl). Dr:ming )[istl'('sS, antI Toaf'hor of Cuok('ry.

This Institntion has lmt. a permanont income o~ £l,:.?OO, flIHl

relics upon thf' Y01untflry contrilmtions of the crflft to tho alllollnt

of ahout £ 10,000 ammal1,\',

]1l'l,thrl'n, llw(l h('anl a g'(Hl:l (l('al al'out Olll' ('lUII'ilil'S, IJllt 1
was not PJ'l'lH'l'C',l fur thf' ,ullllirahll' JlIstitlltioll 1'0 f'millt'nt1,\' snitl',l

amI [lI1apt('d iu on'r)' rO(l'lin'Jll('nt of t1wsl' 200 gil'b 1sa\\, within
its ~ral]s,

Tho amiahi1ity and kiJl(lly aitl'lltion y,'hieh 1ll:1l'kp(1our ro(;('ption

on tllO part of thf' Matron, :His", Jal'\\'oo(l (horsdf a forlll('r pupil

of the Illstitlltioll), h('r as",i6i.<lllt :.\ri",s I"l)1'ppm'(1, :nul illl' 11('a(1

GOY('l'lll'S,', nriss DaYis, in \rllolll illl' s(,lwol lla~ a i1'('<lSllr,' of

al)ility, lll'lll(' a most fayolll,,,l']p illll'rl'ssiou, :Ilul fll11y P]'(']):I1'o(l

)11(' to h('ar it f'1Il1ors(,d 1»)' sC'r(']'a1 of th(' t'11ild]'('n \l'ith \\'ll0111 [

C'OJll'l'rs('ll, \\'ho, OllC a11<l ,11], ('X])]'('ss('(l sati"flll,tioll a1l(1 COld('Jl!.

Tt scarec1." lU'l',1L'(l this aSSllrH\I('f' Whl'll ."OU "H\\' j]l('l1I, for all

lookt'(l l)rig-ht, aud hC'alth.", a1l(1l,app,1'.

'l'Jlr." ,,'('n' out 101' a \I'alk \\111'11\rl' 1'("1<'11('(1Ill(' Sl'1100], al)(l so

\1'(' lUlll first an 0p)lortllnit,\' of ('x:lllliJliug' the illt"riOl' of ih(' 1)lIi1(1

iug', a11<l,"1111il',ll)ly (ll'f'ig'lIl,tl it is, Ill(' Jirst 1-('hoolrOOlll, tlwt of Ilu'

!le\\' "UexHlIl1ra ,,,iJlg-, IJl'illg' th(' l)('st room fur ilu' pUr]H)Se [ \I';:S

OH'r in-n'r) loft.\, Hwl ail',\' (so, il\lll,('(l, an' all Ih(, l'llOl\l"), an 1

fitted up \I-itl! Cyel',)' mudem impru\'emollt tllld rC'l]uisite fur it:; lIS('.
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There is a large play-room, smaller schoolrooms, a quantity of
class-rooms and dining-halls opening out of a long and handsome
corridor which runs through the building.

The bedrooms looked the perfection of cleanliness and neatness,

with plenty of light and air, and were most pleasant to look upon with
their long rows of white beds, one for each child, and a teachers'

room attached. These dormitories are of various sizes, some having
only 8 beds, some 16, 18, 32, and the largest 37 beds. Adjoining
are the lavatories, with towels neatly folded, and long rows of
brush and comb bags. Next there are the wardrobes, where each

girl has a numbered drawer containing her best clothes. All
having alike one set of clothes for best and another for week day,
and every garment bearing her number. The dresses are of dark
blue rep, white straw hats trimmed with blue to match; long
cloth jackets for winter, and tippets for summer. So here there
is an advantage lacked by most girls of having no inordinate love
of dress fostered, too often developing into vice.

Everything looked orderly and neat, the whole interior so taste
fully decorated that their very surroundings could not fail to
exerCIse upon those girls a refining and elevating influence for
future life.

I was now conducted to the Infil~mary, a detached building, a
00unterpart on a small scale of the larger building, where any who
are sick are at once removed to the care of experienced nurses, an
honorary doctor (Dr. Howell) attending serious cases. I found
only three inmates, and those merely with colds, comfortably

ensconsed before the fire. As one instance of many how every
requirement is studied, there is a covered balcony open to a S.vV.

aspect reached from the bedrooms of the Infirmary as a promenade
for convalescents, so that exercise mf1Ybe taken with ease and
without fear of contagion.

From here I was led to the Lu'undry, another detached building
fitted with every modern requirement for its use. Here work is

'g'oing on the week through by five maids, and these are assisted
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on certain days by relays of the elder girls, the same as they do
in cooking. In the latter art the teaching is supplemented by
periodical visits of a teacher from the School of Oookery, IJondon,
for you must know that all the girls are employed by turns in all
the domestic duties of the house, so that whilst :cultivating the
purely educational branches (upon which 1shall presently have a
few words to say), they do not lose sig-htof those humbler, but
equally useful qualifications so necessary to fit them for their
several stations in life.

Just as we had completed a survey of the place the girls trooped
in. They vary from 8 to 16 years of age. Admitted as early as
8 (11 is the limit) and they leave at 16.

They very quickly settled down to their usual routine of duties
-the larg'er portion in the schoolrooms,some in separate class
rooms for particular subjects, some to music. This music-room
is divided into many compartments formed of wood and glass, with
a piano in each, so that a number may practice at one time.
Others were in the sewing-room, where they make and mend all
their clothes under the direction of a sewing mistress. And the
whole generally qualifying themselves as future ornaments to
society, ancl blessings to mankind.

The education given is of a superior nature; but there is a wise
provision which I am assnred is put into practice-that there shall
be no anxiety to make a display of exceptional talent shown by
individual girls, but a careful solid teaching throug'hout, rather
than c1evelopethe ability of a few to the injury of the less talented.

As a test, however, or the standard of instruction, in nearly every
instance for some years, honours with prizes or certificates of
having passed with credit, have been accorded all the girls '1'ho
have been entered as candidates for the Oambridge Local Exa
minations. One pupil, after completing her term in the school,
stayed as Teacher and Assistant Governess, and is now Head
Governess in a similar school. Some are Governesses in Noble
men's families, and others in similar situations. Several are no~v
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articled pupils in private s(;hoo18.TIro are assistant mistresses in
large Middlo Olass Schoolsand ono is Mistress of an Infant Board
Sch\>ol;sevoral others are Assistant Mistresses in Governm81it
Schools, and many are doing well in houses of business. Such
illustrations bear testimony to the admirable education and training
they receive.

On leaving I parted from my Rev. Brother, who was obliged to
return home, and armed with a card of introduction from Brother
Binckes, tho Secretary of the Boys' School, I booked in the after
noon of tho same <lay at King's Oross Station to ,Vood Green,
whence a quarter of an hour's walk brought me to the Boys'
School, a similar building in many respects to that of the Girls'.

It was established 1798, and commenced by clothing and edu
cating six sons of deceasod or indigent Freemasons. In 1856 tho
land at ,VooelGroon was boug'ht, and a building for maintaining
thom too was soon inaugurated, and 25 boys admitted. In 1862

growing' demands for admission and increased aid caused an
entiroly new building to be erected on that sito, distinguished not
only for its architecture and striking appearance, but for internal
accommodation; and in 1865 it was oponed for tho reception of 80
pupils. But to meet other increasing demands, additions ancl
alterations have, from time to time, been Illade, and 1,394 boys
havo sinco its establishment shared its blessings and privileges,
2~1 1eing at present the numher of its inmates. The cost of a
rocent extension "ith furniture awl fixtures has been nearly
£4,000, and defrayed out of the ordinary revenue. This Institution,
unlike the other", has but a small sum invested, and hence its per
manent income is Hutmore than £300 per annum.

During the last year this In5titution also suffered a serious loss
by the failure of ~fessrs. ,Villis, Percival and 00., its bankers.
Bro. S. Tomkins, a partner, "as neither Treasurer nor Trustee of
the Boys' 80hool, as he was to Grand Lodge and other Masonic
bodies, "hich losses have recently been made good out of his
l)l'ivate estate. A letter horn Bro. Binckes, the Boys' Secretary,
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published only on Saturday, Feb. 28th, definitely states that owing
to the Boys' Institution being held to have no locus standi on the
estate of Bro. Tomkins, it sustains tho full loss of £894, and he urges
an exceptional claimfor sympathy and support in their hour ofneed.

The Boys are admitted at 8years of ago, and leave as do the Girls
at 16. Dr. Morris, the head-master, kinclly conducted me throug'h
the "hole Building-the Playground, Gymnasium, Garden,
Laundry, and Infirmary, all of which I found modelled and ar
ranged very much after tho manner of the Girls' School, only
with a less number of largo rooms and more class-rooms. An the
Boys were at lessons. and I looked in upon them all, question
ing several who came from different parts of England, and was
perfectly satisfied "ith their replies.

Hero there is 1 Head Master, 6 Assistant Masters, a 1IIatron,
her Assistant, and 20 Household Servants; and non-residents-the
medical-officer Dr. Hall, Drawing Master, Musical Instructor,
Band ~Iaster, and Drill Instructor.

In giving a description of the building and conveniences of the
Girls' SchoolI have anticipated that of the Boys', and so I need
not dilate upon all I saw here. I was particular here, as in the
Girls' School, in obtaining all the information I could of their
after-life, and I was most pleasod to hear the accounts of how in
varia.bly they succeeded in gaining satisfactory positions in lifo.
The education they receive (which is equal to that of the very
best middle-class Schools in tho Kingdom) embraces Music,
German, French, Latin, Mathematics (including Trigonometry
and Mechanics), Dra"ing, Science (1IIagnetism and Electricity),
Chemistry, and Drill, and may be illusirated by one or two of the
facts given me.

Of the 24 Boys who entered for the 1877 Cambridge Examina··
tion 23 passed-19 "ith honours, 2 gaining high distinction in
Latin. In 1876, 24 passed out of 26 candidates, 11 honoUl's. The
result of 1878 will not be seen till the lOth 1IIarch.'" In June last

* 'fhis ha.s since been made knowu, and is another sou~-ce of rejoicing. 'fhcre were FOUl"·
teen C"ndidate.-al1 pa>Eed-Thirteen with hononrs (Nine 1st Class, Three 2nd Olass, One
3"d Class). Of the whole London Centre Fn-rEEN ONLYpasEed in 1st Class, and oltheEe, onr
Boys' School has NINE.
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O. D. Green passed the London University Matriculation Examina
tion (1st class). He is now a student at St. Thomas's Hospital.
In 1876 100 certificates were obtained from the Science and Art

Department of South Kensington, and one lad named Parker, in
a competitive examination for naval cadets to be trained on board
the Marlborough at Portsmouth as Engineers in the Royal Navy.
easily passed, being ninth out of 1,080 candidates and on the 9
coming up for further examination, was placed second. He had
no special preparation beyond the ordinary work of the first class.
Many of the late inmates hold excellent appointments in banks
and public offices. Several have entered the legal profession, and
one or two the Ohurch,but unfortunately no record is kept of their
after life.

Among the 68 Oandidates for Election in April (of whom 16
only can be elected). there is a 'Worcestershire Boy, the son of the
late Bro. Benjamin Brookes, P.P.G.W. At Worcester, where I
attended the other day to plead the cause of these Oharities before
"280," 1heard there is another deserving caselikely to be brought
before the Worcestershire brethren for their votes, where a wife
and eight chilc1Tenhave just been bereaved oftheir stay. And we
have just had brought under our notice as a Lodge the claims of
a local case, in the person of Ernest Bloomer GrangeI', a son of
Brother GrangeI', who has been removed to what w-emay term a
living death, having lost his reason. Should the cause of this boy
be taken up by "377," we shall need the earnest endeavour and
willing aid of all the brethren to carry his candidature to a suc
cessful issue. His relations promise to supplement such effort by
contributing liberally to the object.

I must say that were it not for depriving some orphan of that
space he otherwise might obtain, I should certainly purchase a
presentation for one of my own boys, so impressed am I with what

. I saw.

F.rom that personal and close scrutiny, brethren, I can safely
say that our Oharities are such as a nation may be proud uf, and
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well may they cause every Mason's heart to swell with pride
living monuments to the principles we profess.

Here are those principles practically applied in all their reality
and vitality. Here, on three Institutions alone (such as I have
endeavoured, though faintly and hurriedly, to describe), does
Masonic charity expend upwards of £40,000 annually, providing
a sufficient answer in itself to "rabid assailants, petulant objectors,
and ignorant calumniators of our noble order."

Brethren, we may safely leave the value of Freemasonry" to be
tested by its many deeds of munificient and unostentatious charity.
It is great only to the sensible man, the sincere, and the g'enerous,
who is consciousof the infu'mities of man, and who feels the obliga
tion of healing them."

And now, brethren, I want you to bear with me a minute or two
longer while I placobefore you a few thoughts on what lies before
us. I mean the Festival of the Girls' School on May 14th, and
the Festival of the Boys' School on June 25th. I have every con
fidence in saying that I believe in making an appeal to you for
your support to these, I shall not appeal in vain, and that no
effort in reason will be wanting on yom' part to send me up from
"Hope and Charity, 377," with a goodly list of donations for
both.

I shall endeavour to visit every Lodge in the Province to try
what assistance I can get, and I hope for a good response; b!d

"377" will have to do its work, and for oneyear set an example to
the rest of the Province of Worcestershire; and there are those in
this Lodge (and I may say every brother in this Lodge) who will
do his best to make that example a bright and striking one. I
solicit your kind assistance, brethren, and I will sug'gest a mode
of giving it,

I want volunteers for a committee to assist me in devising
measures to add to our lists for the Gil'ls and Boys. We have a
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number of brethren in the town who never come to Lodge, anci
never hear of our operations; the sympathy and support of these

need enlisting, and on appeal I know will be readily bestowed.
This will be best made by the aid of a representative body, by
whose deliberations other schemes to gain support from other parts
of the province may be devised. And as unlike a good many other
Lodges we have no Charity Board, we should have a Oommittee.

The number of votes for donationR are as follows for Girls' and

Boys' Schools.

1 GUINEA,at each election for the year 1 vote.
5 GUINEASwill constitute a LIFE SUBSCRIBER,with 1 Life vote.

10 " "LIFE GOVERNOR, ,,2 "
50 " "VICE-PRESIDENT, " 10 "

100 " ,. VICE-PATRON, ,,30 "

Ladies and Lew/ses (Sons of Freemasons) aequire tIle last three qualifica-
tions upon payment of half the above amOlmts.

Now I do not mean to say any may qualify as a vice-patron or
president just yet; but I do say this-that every brother has a
certain circle of friends and acquaintances, and among them, with
such an object and such a cause to plead, it will not be a haru

matter to supplement their own amount by sufficient to make
5 guineas, an(l this put upon my It'st in the name of that brother, Iw is

a Life Subscriber with a vote at every election for hfe. Now these 5

Guineas a1'e al80 cumttlative, so that at some future time if he pre
sents another 5 guineas it will make him a Life Governor with
t\TO Totes for life. And in that case if he served a Stewardship

his Life Governorship fees would be already paid, and he would
only have to take up what he could collect from others. It is

possible that some of you brethren may in this way at once make
;yourselves Life Governors by a 10 guinea donation or a Life

Subscriber to Girls and Boys. Any way I do hope to take up a
good many Life Subscriberships on my lists.

I shall at once proceed to put the brethren in possession of the

usual Oirculars relating' to each Festival, which contain various
particulars concerning each Institution, and I 8hall be most happy
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to supply any brother with further copies, or afford any informa
tion he may require. And in conclusionI can only say that should
any brother of " 377," or of any other Lodge in the Province (and
I trust there may be many), go up for any future Stewardship, I
"ill help him with all my might to do that which I now ask for
myself, and for the Girls' and Boys' Schools.

" First let me look around before I speak
Not that the cause I advocate is weak,
Or wants much eloquence to give it power;
Few words suffice in this auspicious hour:
Jllasons, I know, are always uf one mind
When called upon to be humane and kind-
You to whose goodness they their comforts owe,
Who clothe, protect, and learning all bestow;
'Gainst vice and sloth protect their early age,
And thus prepare them for life's checker'd stage.
Behold these Girls find Boys who on your Bounty live!
Behold them, trusting to the aid you give;
SE:13 how their looks bespeak their grateful mind,
I say to all indulge affections kind;
Foster these rising plants, their wants relieve,
Bestow your succour and their tbanks receive.

This task your Lib'ral minds will not disdain,
To help the Orphan, ease the Widow's pain ;
To guide the tender thought, instruction give,
And teach the children virtuously to live.
This pious task is worthy of your zeal,
W·orthy of those who generously feel.
Freemasonry! thrice noble, it designed;
Freemasonry! the bond of human kind.
To me Freemasons must be ever dear;
They soothe distress and wipe away tl,e tear,
Bid joy arise where desolation stood,

Our secret is the art of doing good.
Thus do we all the heartfelt pleasure prove
That springs from Virtue, Charity, and Love."
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W". Hepvyorth, Printer. Kidderminster.
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